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generating a command to drive the electric motor with a driving characteristic 
' that exceeds a rated value of the driving characteristic of the electric motor, wherein the 
driving characteristic correlates between a motor speed and an output torque for supplying 
the power; and 

controlling, in response to the command, driving of the electric motor with the 

driving characteristic that exceeds the rated value for a limited p eriod of time. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-17 are pending. By this Supplemental Amendment, claims 1, 12, 16 and 17 
are amended. No new matter is added by any of these amendments. 

An Information Disclosure Statement with Form PTO-1449 was filed in the above- 
captioned patent application on June 27, 2001 . Applicants respectfully request the Examiner 
to initial and return to the undersigned a copy of the Form PTO-1449 to acknowledge the fact 
that the Examiner has considered the foreign patent documents cited therein. 

Applicants appreciate the courtesies extended to Applicants' representative by 
Examiners Gonzalez and Ponomarenko during the August 1, 2002 interview. The points 
discussed during the interview are incorporated in the remarks below and constitute 
Applicants' record of the interview. 

Reconsideration based on the following remarks is respectfully requested. 
The attached Appendix includes marked-up copies of each rewritten claim (37 CFR 
§1.121(c)(l)(ii)). 

Claims 1, 12, 16 and 17 have been amended to obviate the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, second paragraph. Specifically, the association between "power" and "output 
characteristic patterns" has been more explicitly recited, as suggested by the Examiners, in 
the amended claims. Withdrawal of the rejection under 35 U.S.C. §1 12 based on the 
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additional amendments, July 24 Amendment and August 1 personal interview, is respectfully 
requested. 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 1-5, 8, 1 1, 12 and 15-17 are patentable over 
Takaoka et al. (U.S. Patent 6,166,449) in view of Kiuchi et al. (U.S. Patent 5,867,009), and 
that claims 6, 7, 9, 10, 13 and 14 are patentable over Takaoka and Kiuchi and further in view 
of Ibamato et al. (U.S. Patent 5,938,712), based on the further amendments to the claims as 
suggested by the Examiners during the August 1 personal interview and the comments made 
in the July 24 Amendment. 

For at least these reasons, Applicants respectfully assert that the independent claims 
are now patentable over the applied references. The dependent claims are likewise patentable 
over the applied references for at least the reasons discussed as well as for the additional 
features they recite. Consequently, all the claims are in condition for allowance. Thus, 
Applicants respectfully request that the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §103 be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable consideration and prompt allowance are earnestly 
solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable in order to place this 



application in even 



better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact 



Applicants' undersigned representative at the telephone number listed below. 

Respectfully submitted, 



JAO:GWT/gwt 



James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Gerhard W. Thielman 
Registration No. 43,186 



Attachment: 

Appendix 

Date: August 12, 2002 

Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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APPENDIX 

Changes to Claims: 

The following is a marked-up version of the amended claims: 
1 • (Amended) A power output apparatus operable to generate power from at 
least an electric motor to a drive shaft, comprising: 

a pattern storing unit that stores a plurality of output characteristic patterns in 
which the power is generated to the drive shaft wherein an output characteristic pattern of the 
plurality of o ut put characteristic patterns correlates b etween a m otor speed and an output 
torque for supplying the power ; 

a pattern selecting unit that selects one of said plurality of output characteristic 
patterns stored in the pattern storing unit; and 

a drive controller that controls driving of at least the electric motor so that the. 
power that is within a range of the selected output characteristic pattern is generated to the 
drive shaft. 

12. (Amended) A power output apparatus operable to generate power from at 
least an electric motor to a drive shaft, comprising: 

a command generating unit that generates a command to drive the electric 
motor with a driving characteristic that exceeds a rated value of the driving characteristic of 
the electric ™r»tnr wherein the driving characteristic cor r elates betw een a motor speed and an 
output torque for supp lying the power; and 

a drive controller that controls driving of the electric motor, 
wherein the drive controller is operable, in response to the command from the 
command generating unit, to control driving of the electric motor with the driving 
characteristic that exceeds the rated value for a limited period of time. 
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1 6. ( Amended) A control method of a power output apparatus operable to j 
generate power from at least an electric motor to a drive shaft, comprising the steps of: 

selecting one from a plurality of output characteristic patterns in whichjhe 
power is generated to the drive shaft.whej^i^^ of the plurality , 

of ontnut characteristic p ajtg^^ 
supplying the power ; and 

controlling driving of at least the electric motor so thaUhe power that is within 
a range of the selected output characteristic pattern is generated to the drive shaft. 

17. ( Amended) A control method of a power output apparatus operable to 
generate power from at least an electric motor to a drive shaft, comprising the steps of: 

generating a command to drive the electric motor with a driving characteristic 
that exceeds a rated value of the driving characteristic of the electric motor, wherein the , 

the power ; and 

controlling, in response to the command, driving of the electric motor with the 

driving characteristic that exceeds the rated value for a limited period of time. 
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